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Writing Strong Leads Lesson Plan
Subject: Writing Activity: Writing Strong Leads Setting: Classroom # of Students: 20
	Statement of Objective:

*Observable/Measurable  (A,B,C,D)

*GLCE/IEP
	When given a direction, students will write at least two leads in their writing journals 
Text Types and Purposes 3.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

IEP goals-

1. Display appropriate listening behavior and remain on topic

2. Take turns in a group without interrupting
	Accommodations

	Materials:

*Prepared and organized

*Available for all
	· Because of Winn Dixie
· Writing journals
· Pencils
	

	Opening:

*Gain attention/motivate

*Activate prior knowledge

 ~link/relate; assess; prepare for new

   learning (e.g. vocabulary)

*State goals/set purpose

 ~explain task:  why, what, how, and when 

  for strategies

*Clear directions
	· Ask the students to meet on the carpet to begin writer’s workshop
· Talk about how students have been doing a great job writing, and have learned many techniques that good writers use to write personal narratives
· Ask students to explain what techniques they have learned
· Ask students which techniques are their favorites to help make their story better
· Tell the students that today we are going to work on writing strong leads (the beginning of the story mountain)
	

	Presentation:
Teacher:

*Variety of learning (T/S, S/S, S/T)

*Organizational framework

 ~construct, clarify, and link concepts in a

  meaningful context

*Present visually, verbally, kinesthetically,

  real world (e.g. LESH)

*Model and think aloud to make visible

 ~language practices/processes

 ~learning strategies and adaptations (how, 

  when and why)

 ~organization, relationships, and clues

*Transfer of control

 ~students explain, justify, clarify, etc.

*Clear directions

*Check for understanding

 ~appropriate feedback:  praise, prompt

 probe/question (in ZPD)

 ~assess/error drill

 ~monitor and adjust instruction

Students:

*Participation

 ~overt and active

 ~instructional dialogue, think aloud,

  explain, justify, evaluate, etc.
	· Read chapters 19 and 20 of Because of Winn Dixie  
· Stop throughout the story to ask questions
· After reading the chapters, have students summarize
· Remind the students that yesterday we picked what story we wanted to stick with for writing our personal narratives
· Tell the students that today we are going to work on writing strong leads for personal narratives
· Ask the students to write at least 2 different leads for their story
· Leads should be about 3 or 4 sentences
	Have students who struggle to pay attention sit near me

	Guided Practice:
*Activity related to presentation/objectives

*Active student participation

 ~provide rationale for assignment

 ~multi-sensory and real world

 ~instructional dialogue

 *Transfer of control

 ~students explain, justify, clarify, think

  aloud

*Check for understanding

 ~ensure high success rate

 ~appropriate feedback:  praise, prompt,

  probe/question (in ZPD)

Individual Practice:

~assess/error drill

 ~monitor and adjust instruction

*Management/monitoring

 ~scan, circulate, assess, support, praise
	· Model writing a strong lead
· Have the students return to their seats when they look ready to write (students should be quiet and listening the whole time)
· Walk around as students write their leads
· Help students who are struggling 
	Model more leads for students who are struggling to give them more examples

	Closing:

*Adequate time

*Students summarize content and 

  accomplishments

*Assess/identify new goals

*Link to future learning
	· Have a few students share their leads
· Ask other students to listen as their classmates speak, and think about one thing you like about the lead
· Classmates share what they liked
· Tell the students that tomorrow we are going to work on writing strong endings
	Students will be asked to think of something they like so they listen to their classmates and learn from them 


